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The Stude Examiner is published six times each year as the 
official publication of “Studebaker Owners Club UK”.  For 
several years it has consistently won awards from SDC 
both for its content and artistic layout. The Editor and SOC-
UK claim © copyright 2018 of the material. Permission is 
required for reproduction.  It is free to members as part of 
their subscription benefits.  

Disclaimer:- Any opinions expressed in The Stude 
Examiner are the personal ones of the author concerned 
and not necessarily those of the Editor, the Officers or Club  
itself. 

SOC-UK was started in 1997

Harry Barnes (deceased) was born in Scotland and 
was a founder of the Studebaker Drivers Club of 
America in 1962. He was pleased to be a “co-
founder’ of SOC-UK along with several others.

Honorary Member:- Karl Haas

The “SOC-UK team” for 2017 - 2018 is :-

President - Bill Baker
Bacres, Quarry Road, Hornton, Nr Banbury, 
Oxon OX15 6DF
ph Home 01295 670 465  
email  -  info@bbvhovercraft.co.uk

Vice President
Technical, Service, Advice and Event information
Arthur J Melrose
ÒRose CottageÓ 14 BrookÞeld Road, Fairoak, East-
leigh, Hampshire SO50 8EW
ph 02380 694 715

Membership Secretary & Treasurer
Rex Burr
11 Brandon Close, Hellesdon, Norwich NR6 5SE
ph 01603 412551
email  -  rex.burr@tiscali.co.uk

Editor
Greg Diffen
86 Greville Road, Warwick CV34 5PJ
ph 01926 733484 mobile 0774 803 6035
email  -  yodiffman@yahoo.com

Webmaster - Beryl Fooks
ph 01252 549 101 
email  -  berylf.fooks@ntlworld.com

Press / Media contact
Greg Diffen ph 01926 733 484 or 
Mike Whitby ph 020 8850 7983

Visit the club web site:-
http://www.studebakerownersclub.org.uk

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION
SOC-UK Membership fees are £20.00 for UK resi-
dents, to expire on 31st August 2018, or £30.00 (if 
after February 2018 to expire 31st August 2019. 

NON UK RESIDENT MEMBERSHIP
30 Euros for Europe and £25.00 rest of the world 
with a printed magazine. 
Alternatively for Non UK residents only we offer a 
special deal of £10.00 per year INTERNET ONLY 
membership which includes an emailed copy of the 
magazine.

!

Mission:  SOC-UK is dedicated 
to the preservation & USE of 

Studebaker & related 
vehicles & company history 

for future generations

Front Cover Pictures
Top :- Will Sander of Starlight Studebaker showing off his rare Transfer 4x4 Truck
Bottom :- Ed Reynolds Jr. os Studebaker International with his prototype 1953 Commander convert -
ible

Inside Front Cover :- A view of interior door panel stock from Will Sander of Starlight Studebaker.
Back Cover Pictures

Top :- Robert Kapteyn Sr in his ofÞce at Joliet Studebaker
Bottom :- Scene from inside the basement of Joliet Studebaker with the 1958 Packard Hawk 
Chicago show car on the left for sale and awaiting complete restoration.

The Presidents thoughts 
So folks it’s 2018 which means you have all made a new years resolution. This should of 
course involve getting out your pride and joy and getting them interested in helping you 
with your car. 
Alternatively, when you have completed all those little jobs set for you by your signiÞcant 
other, (modern phraseology) you can set about planning the use of your car for the up com-
ing season. Please let other members know of your intentions, thereby creating the oppor-
tunity of waving the Studebaker ßag and boosting membership, or at least the basis of an 
article for our esteemed editor.
Some progress has been made in getting the DVLA to consider our request to help owners 
to register their cars. For those interested in the goings on at Baker Towers, progress is be-
ing made on an early Studebaker Raceabout, that has kept me occupied for the last year. It 
has many things in common to my '23 Light 6. I naively thought this would be a doddle and 
I will add pictures as progress takes place.
Keep the wheels moving,
Bill

Calendar of Events 
23rd April Bicester Heritage Sunday Scramble - Drive it Day

6th - 10th June 2018 - European Studebaker Meet in Sweden at Kungalv near 
Gothenburg. 

14th July Firs Farm Car show from mid afternoon hosted by Club member 
Nigel Brown with 7pm showing of The Italian Job. Camping available.  
The Firs Farm, Leckhampstead, Newbury, RG20 8RD  ph 07836 726 983 

5th - 6th August Prescott Hill Climb 

29th Aug - Sept 1st - American International meet, Tacoma Washington 

8th Sept - International Drive your Studebaker Day 

7th - 9th Sept 2018 - Goodwood Revival 

9th - 11th Nov - NEC Classic Car show Birmingham by Lancaster Insurance 
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THE BUSH 
TELEGRAPH  

and News from Studebaker 
Central 

Finally the weather has returned to some 
sort of normal after our back to back Arctic 
blasts we had here in the UK late in the 
season. That sort of weather prevents just 
about all of us from going anywhere near the 
garage. It was so windy where we were the 
snow drifted into my garages from the small 
gap under the door.

I have noticed that the American car club 
has Þnally decided to follow the UK clubÕs 
lead and go to a vertical format magazine 
after 40 years. They now have a mad scram-
ble for vertically orientated pictures for their 
covers. Contact Ann Turner if you would like 
your car on the cover of the American Mag-
azine  tweditor@shaw.ca 

It has have been relatively quiet here as 
there have been other things for us to do. 
The planning permission for our commercial 
facility Þnally went over the line to full resi-
dential, so we have been dealing with the 
fallout from that recently. It Þnally means I 
will be able to build a proper garage to house 
some of my cars. 

My quest to get down towards 10 cars took a 
turn for the worse again when I ßew to Hol-
land to look at Wim TerlouwÕs 1958 Packard 
Hawk that I had heard about for sale. In the 
early 1990Õs when I was living in Toronto I 
drove one of these 31,000 miles in just over 
a year. I have never had so much fun in a 
Studebaker as I did in that one. So acquiring 
another one has always been in the back of 
my mind, but not really that high up on the 
priority list. I do like the earlier cars more, 
and now in my mid 50Õs trying to relive my 

youth is not really that important in the 
scheme of things.

Unfortunately, the car had too many rust 
issues on the underside, so I hit the pass 
button on that one. Wim also had a very 
nice 1950 Commander Starlight Coupe lurk-
ing in the background.
 Returning home to the UK, I slept on new 
deal for a few days. I hadnÕt gone over with 
the intention of buying a 1950, so I wasnÕt in 
a position to commit myself at such short 
notice on any other car. Complete madness 
Þnally won out, and I wired him the funds 
we had discussed. 
In early March my hardy car transporter guy 
Peter Milligan and I set off for another two 
day adventure in between the Arctic blasts 
to bring the car back to the UK.

More on that in the next edition.

From Neil Jackson via the web site
neil@media-arts.co.uk

Hi, an odd question i know, IÕve been told 
Reggie Kray owned a beige Studebaker 
Avanti in 1966 and sold it to a chap in Dar-
lington. As itÕs such a rare car, is there any-
way of Þnding out?

Hi Neil,
unless you have a photo of Reggie Kray 
with the car, it's a bit hard to tell. My 
guess is - urban legend.

They probably sold between 5 and 10 
Avanti's per year from the London 
dealer in 1963 and 1964. There were no 
beige cars. The closest colour would 
have been Avanti Gold in both 1963 
and 1964.

However, I have never heard of a Kray 
owning an Avanti, but that does not 
necessarily mean it is not true.

Maybe one of his acquaintances owned one and 
visited him regularly in that period?

The only well known people in the UK that 
bought Avanti's new were Ted Foden of Foden 
Trucks and the writer, Ian Fleming. There is no 
list of actual Þrst owners.

It would have been a very ßash car at the time 
and would have stood out like dog's balls.

However, if Reggie Kray did actually own an 
Avanti, I would be most interested as well. 
Regards
Greg

From Ted Gibbs - Hi Greg – From time to 
time Gerald sends a greeting to everyone. 
Just now they are on long vacation at their 
Florida pad where heÕs been working on his 
60 ragtop. He took a mini vacation to 
Gainsville then St. Augustine and secured a 
pile of parts for the 60.  HeÕs also checking 
on shells for my 185 cu in 6 cyl. Flight 
Hawk . Looks like the crank will get away 
with a polish with new +10 mains & +20 big 
ends. DonÕt know if anyone keeps these in 
the UK? 

Anyway, Gerald says itÕs time to gather eggs 
& to quote he says ÒHey from us Blizzard 
Buzzards! Just in case you have a tiny slot to 
Þll!!Ó IÕve suggested he send a few pix of his 
motors & what heÕs working on.

Cheers. Ted.   

Ps  - forgot to mention that we ground off 
some teeth in my LC gearbox ( T86) just in 
case you know of any parts over here. 
 Looks like low/reverse gear is damaged – 
weÕll know more when Arthur dismantles it 
shortly.

For sale; 
New Radiator & Fan Shroud for a 
1960/61 289 cc Hawk.  
Wanted - Bell Housing to connect a 289 
cc Studebaker V8 to a Four Speed 
Manual Gearbox.  
Charlie Williams  01285 712259 
Gloucestershire 

On a recent visit to Bolton your Editor and wife Kristine caught 
up with former UK Club President Paul & Elaine Eccles.

Snow drifting into your 
Editors garage.
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Studebakerklubben Sweden welcomes you to Kungälv and Hotel Fars Hatt 

6th – 10th of June 2018.  
PRELIMINARY PROGRAME 

Wednesday 6th of June	
Meet up at Hotel Fars Hatt in Kungälv, to the north of Göteborg.	Food not included this day. 
8:00 p.m. we offer a welcome drink and will give information about the meeting programme 

Thursday 7th of June	
“Trunk flea market” and mingle around the cars. Afterwards we drive to Koön and Marstrands 
Havshotell where we eat lunch and drink coffee. Food and water to drink included, other beverages 
are bought separately. Next, we will take the passenger ferry to Marstrand 
(https://www.marstrand.se/en/) for a guided city walk. Afterwards it will be possible to visit Carlstens 
Fortress (https://carlsten.se/en/) or wander around on the island. In the afternoon/evening it will be 
possible to check out other vintage cars below Bohus Fortress. Dinner is not included. 

Friday 8th of June 
We leave our cars at the hotel and take a bus to the Volvo Museum (http://www.volvomuseum.com/) 
situated on Hisingen where we be given a guided tour. After that the bus takes us to central Göteborg 
where you look around. Lunch is not included. 
We end the day with a Paddan boat tour (https://www.paddan.se/en/) in the moat and canals before the 
bus takes us home again. An aperitif will be served back at the hotel and then we’ll eat a tasty 
barbeque buffet. Beverages are not included. During the dinner lottery tickets will be sold. 
Since dogs cannot joint the day’s activities a dog-sitter can be arranged for a fee. 

Saturday 9th of June 
Car-trip along smaller roads to the bridge to Tjörn. After enjoying the nature from the cars, we will 
stop at Stenungsbaden Yacht Club (https://www.stenungsbaden.se/english) where we eat lunch and 
invite the public to look at our fine cars. 
The return trip is taken either in group or individually. Back at the hotel Studebakerklubben Sweden 
will have their annual meeting after which the day is finished off with a glass of sparkling wine and a 
three-course dinner to which 2 glasses of wine or beer will be served. 

Sunday 10th of June 
After breakfast we bid farewell to both old and new friends, check out, and return home. 

Registration fee: Adult: 2025 SEK  Children 0-6 years: 635 SEK  Children 6-12 years: 1340 SEK 
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LODGING 

Hotel Fars Hatt - You need to book the hotel http://www.farshatt.se yourself, and to get the discount 
you must contact the hotel via e-mail: info@farshatt.se or call +46 303–10970 . Give “STUDE” as code 
when booking to receive the discount. 
Check-in after 13:00. 

Cost per night, including breakfast: 
Double room 1190 SEK 
Single room 900 SEK 
There are only a few rooms where pets are allowed, so book early if you need it. 

Kongelf Guesthouse and Camping (500 m from Hotel Fars Hatt) 
You need to book the guesthouse yourself, via their website (http://www.vaghals.se/en) or call +46 303–
18900. 

Nordiska Folkhögskolan Bed and Breakfast (3 km from Hotel Fars Hatt) 
You need to book the B&B yourself, via www.booking.com, (search for Nordiska Folkhögskolan Bed and 
Breakfast) or call +46 303–206200. 

PLEASE NOTE 

Wednesday the 6th of June is Sweden’s National Day, which in Kungälv will be celebrated at Bohus Fortress. 
This means that there will be a lot of traffic on the roads to the hotel, so be careful. 

If you feel like dressing in contemporary clothing matching your car – very nice! 
Make sure to dress according to the weather since it will mostly be outdoor activities, and expect rain. If, for 
some reason, you cannot attend the whole meet, please contact Agneta or Jan (see below). 

REGISTER no later than the 31st of March 2018 online at www.studebakerklubben.se or over phone by 

calling Agneta or Jan (see below). 

PAYMENT no later than the 27 of April 2018 to Bank: ICA Banken 

Account owner: Jan Wikström    Skomakaregarden 101,  423 55 Torslanda, Sweden 

IBAN: SE8192700000092726890180 

SWIFT/BIC: IBCASES1 
DonÕt forget to mark the payment with both Þrst name and family name. Very welcome! 

Contact information: 

Jan Wikström Phone: +46 705–725315 email: jwikstro@hotmail.com 

Agneta Engström Phone: +46 730–382926 email: agneta_engstrom@yahoo.se 
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In the September / October 
edition our UK member and 
London accented folk poet,  
Steve Williamson mentioned 
that at the last International 
meet in South Bend, when visit-
ing Studebaker International’s  
parts facility :-  
 ‘They’ll never run out.’ 

That got me thinking of an idea for the next 
rag. Where do Studebaker parts come from 
and why are there so many around ?  Well if 
you own an AMC you’re really in a bit of 
bother as the factory junked all the old parts. 
So what happened to Studebaker ?

Growing up in Melbourne, my dad Eric, 
bought a used 1962 GT Hawk in about 1967 
and sold it in 1973. It was an Australian built 
car in maroon, which he had repainted in a 
nice metallic green with a buff vinyl roof in-
stalled. It was a smart looking car. My brother 
and I had many fond memories as 4 and 5 year 
olds washing the sides of the car and sticking 
the running hose in the exhaust pipes whilst 
we were not spraying the car down. One day 
dad started the car after we had done our 
work and the water just shot out the back of 
the pipes. My brother and I just looked at 
each other and laughed. Dad was none the 
wiser, so no foul there. Our bottoms were safe 
from the strap and no passing pedestrian was 
unwittingly covered in sooty black water.

I digressed slightly there. However, I do recall 
dad saying that Studebaker would supply parts 
for 10 years after manufacturing ceased, at 
which point he sold the car. As far as he was 
concerned, Studebaker was good to their 
word.

Parts availability in 
America was a differ-
ent story.

Once Studebaker had 
closed down com-
pletely, many dealers 
may have changed 
makes of cars they 
sold, but would have 
continued to service 
their previous cus-
tomers cars. 

At some point, these dealers either junked 
their old parts or just stored them away in 
another part of their dealership and just wait-
ed for a person to come along and buy all 
their old stock of parts.

Besides what is currently now Studebaker 
International, this is how most Studebaker 
parts dealers accumulated their stock. This 
has been a bit of a blessing in disguise for 
most restorers of late model Studebaker’s. 
How a dealer sorts and organises his stock is a 
different story. 
Studebaker International, Myer’s Studebaker  
and Starlight Studebaker are the neatest by 
far. All others vary dramatically in the piling 
system used.

Residing overseas out of US environs presents 
many more challenges for acquiring parts than 
if your lived State side in the land of plenty.

More often private sellers in America just 
plain refuse to deal outside their country. 
Anyone from England or even Canada is 
treated like a Somalian pirate and can never 
been trusted. It makes for difficult trading in 
some instances.

Other dealers are happy to deal with the 
world and will bend over backwards for you. 
Both International and local US shipping 

costs have increased dramatically 
over the last ten years. 
The US post office won’t take over-
size or over weight parcels like they 
once did. 

Sometimes you have to have a trust-
ed person that regularly brings con-
tainers into your country that 
charges you a reasonable amount to 
use some space in their container. 

For instance, if you had to ship a 
fender, door or even a mo-

tor on a pallet it can only be by container 
after trucking to the embarkation point in 
America. Some Americans cannot pack these 
items even if they are being shipped within 
US environs. Who can really blame them? 

Some items are almost impossible to pack in 
cardboard and you have to get a third party to 
make a proper shipping crate up for in -
ternational transit. Then of course when the 
parts arrive in the destination country there 
are duties and sales taxes to pay, which can 
double or triple the price of a part as listed in 
America.
Yep, living overseas and being into American 
cars is a costly exercise, but once the monies 
have been spent and the car is back on the 
road, the extra cost is soon forgotten.
Choosing a parts dealer to work with is an -
other consideration. Some dealers are more 
known for their pre war parts and so dealing 
with Studebaker International at that point 
would be fruitless. Other dealers can also give 
you great mechanical advice or have better 
access to good used parts. I have highlighted 
four dealers here. There are plenty more out 
there with different specialities. Whatever 
part of the car you need, having a good choice 
of dealers and knowledge of where to go to 
get appropriate parts is essential.

Studebaker Parts and where to Þnd them 
By Greg Diffen from an idea by Steve Williamson

Attend an American meet yourself to buy parts.

Do it yourself. Your 
Editors’ parts in San 
Francisco before 
shipment to the UK

At a car meet you might 
even be able to buy a car.

A US $400.00 bonnet imported and Þtted to my 
old GT to replace a dodgy one that was on the car 
that I could no longer live with.



PAGE 8

Let’s start with Studebaker International – 
The biggest supplier of parts.

Studebaker International Inc 
97 North 150 West 
GreenÞeld  IN 46140 
United States 

ph 1 317 462 3124 

www.studebaker-intl.com 

Ed Reynolds’ father worked for Studebaker 
in the Engineering Department and has had a 
life long interest in Studebakers. He is a quiet 
guy but is a sharp businessman.
In the 1970’s he had moved to California and 
started his business of Studebaker of Califor-
nia, dealing in parts. 

Ed being a little sharper than the average 
dealer also realised that there were many 
parts that needed to be reproduced and also 
started to capitalise on the trinket market – T 
Shirts, key fobs etc. His catalogue was excel-
lent and when I visited his warehouse in 
Long Beach in 1990 it was so clean, you could 
eat your dinner off the ßoor.
In 1999 Ed made the decision to by a compa-
ny called Packard Farm just outside of Indi-
anapolis from Jim and Lois McDowell and 
moved his business a bit closer to South 
Bend.

In 2009 Ed was in a position to buy the actu-
al Studebaker parts inventory that was left in 
South Bend from Dennis and Denise Lam-
bert. This was a mammoth undertaking and I 
am sure involved a huge risk Þnancially for 
him. The problem was where to house the 
parts as the current storage facility in the old 
Engineering Department where his father 
had once worked was going to be demol-
ished. He Þnally found space in the old 
Studebaker WWII assembly plant on 
Chippewa Avenue and secured a lease. After 
the move Ed was faced with sorting it all out. 
Being a ‘neat freak’ he set a bunch of his 
employee’s out to catalogue and move every-
thing to a logical or known location. Ed’s 
attitude was that if he couldnÕt Þnd a part he 
could neither list it, or sell it.

Lets step back a little in history now and 
look at how the Studebaker parts inventory 
managed to survive long enough so Ed could 
eventually get his paws onto it.

After Studebaker closed it’s doors and kept 
supplying parts one of the South Bend 
Studebaker dealers Newman and Altman who 
were carrying on building Avanti II motor 
cars approached Studebaker in the late 1960’s 
and made a deal to by all the old Studebaker 
parts inventory. It was then renamed SASCO 
which stood for Studebaker Autoparts Sales 
Co. Jeff Newman ran this part of the busi-
ness, along with his right hand man Dennis 
Lambert. 

By 1999, Geoff was ready to retire to the golf 
course and the South Bend city council want-
ed to bulldoze the land where SASCO was 
situated and make a county jail from the old 
Studebaker building. The building was not in 
good repair and it was a viable exit strategy 
for Geoff.

Dennis Lambert bought the parts in 1999 
and had the huge job of moving as many of 
them across the street to the old engineering 
building as possible. This involved the use of 
many volunteers. Of course not all the parts 
made it and some were scraped. Dennis and 
Denise ran the business for their lease of 10 
years till 2009 when if came up for sale again.

By this stage, Ed Reynolds had Þnally made 
his Þnancial position stable enough for him 
to stretch to buy the dealership and move it 
again to the Chippewa plant. For Ed, a life -
time of dealing had Þnally paid off to save 
one of the biggest Studebaker legacies left.
This takes a special kind of person, where a 
love of the make and what you do takes over 
from any normal rational business decision. 

Well done Ed. The Studebaker community 
owes you an enormous debt of gratitude. 

Early this year Ed Þnally retired and has sold 
Studebaker International to his long time 
employee Jim Lime and his son Corey. 
The parts legacy has a long way to go yet and 
I wish them well, being the major player in 
Studebaker parts supplies well into the fu-
ture.

Ed Reynolds Jr. with your Editor 
and daughter, Eilish a few years 
ago in his warehouse.
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Your editor with Bill Carlson across the road from his bar at 
Fisherman’s Wharf. This was the day of Bill ’s last drive to 
work in a Studebaker. What a way to go in a gorgeous 1954 
Commander Hardtop. It was a pleasure to Þnally meet him.

Studebakers West 
Carl and Herman Thoms. 

Studebakers West 
335 A Convention Way 
Redwood City 
California  94065 
United States    

ph 1 650 366 8787 

Carl and Herman bought out the 
famous LA dealership of Frost and 
French, Snearly’s Studebaker from 
Colorado and in more recent years, 
Stephen Allen’s parts from Florida. 
Over the years they have added 
many other parts dealerships, 
stacking them up in their Stude-
baker only workshop in San Fran-
cisco. 
They have been a full service dealer 
since 1975.
Carl knows the location of every-
thing in is his piling system and 

Herman is a master mechanic. Both 
are regular contributors to the US 
Club Co-Operator advice section, 
which is all about what happens if 
your Studebaker has problems with 
functioning correctly.

I have dealt with them for many 
years and always found them to be 
of great help when I have been 

completely bamboozled with me-
chanical problems on some of my 
cars. They hit the button for being 
a great parts source and also have 
great experience with a hands on 
approach to Studebakers from the 
late 1940’s onwards.

Carl, left and Herman, right and scenes from 
their dealership.
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Joliet Studebaker – Robert Kapteyn 

Joliet Studebaker Service  
108 Bissel St.  
Joliet, Illinois   60432  
United States 

Phone 1 815 722 7262 

kapteyn.robert@yahoo.com 

Bob’s a Dutchman who emigrated to 
America in the early 1960’s. In the early 
1970Õs he bought his Þrst Studebaker 
dealership stash of parts and managed 
to actually sell some to his friends with 
Studebaker cars. From there he was off 
to the races. The building in Joliet Illi-
nois where he keeps his parts was once a 
small automobile manufacturing plant 
from the early 1920’s. 
Now with many parts dealerships added 
and spread over 2 ßoors and a basement, 
it is a real time warp and treasure trove 
of parts. Bob has things reasonably well 
organised in the piling system used, but 
with advancing age is not as Ôquick off 
the blockÕ as he once was. He does have 
a lot of New Old Stock parts and good 
used parts.
By BobÕs admission ÔI am old and take time 
to Þnd parts.Õ So if you can be patient with 
him, he may just have the right NOS or 
excellent used parts you require.

Robert Kapteyn Sr with big 
Robert Jr.
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Starlight Studebaker 
Will and Lori Sander 

Ph 1 970 302 8225 

will@starlightstude.com 

Will took the bold step of buying the SAS-
CO inventory of interior parts from Ed 
Reynolds of Studebaker International and 
moved it over to his warehouse in Nunn, 
Northern Colorado. 
Nunn is notable for the fact that if you 
blink, you will miss the one horse town. 
From an outsiders point of view you can 
also imagine the tumbleweed rolling down 
the street, like in a Western movie.

However, Will has done a great job of pre-
serving Studebaker heritage by making 

available many 
New Old 
Stock interior 
parts for our 
cars from 1959 
to 1966. This 
includes gen-
uine door 
trims and seat 
covers. He 
does not have all the popu-
lar colours like Red, Blue 
and Black but will probably 
have most of the more 
unusual colours of interior 
available or be able to 
make you up something 
that you can work with to 
keep your car perfectly 
original.

They also have a great 
collection of cars and is 
well worth a visit if you 
are passing by and 
don’t blink at the 
wrong time. Will and 
Lori are in the process 
of moving the invento-
ry from three separate 
buildings into one 
purpose made location. 
Once completed, this 
will make for easier 
ordering.
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