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The Stude Examiner is published six times each year as the 
official publication of “Studebaker Owners Club UK”.  For 
several years it has consistently won awards from SDC 
both for its content and artistic layout. The Editor and SOC-
UK claim © copyright 2018 of the material. Permission is 
required for reproduction.  It is free to members as part of 
their subscription benefits.  

Disclaimer:- Any opinions expressed in The Stude 
Examiner are the personal ones of the author concerned 
and not necessarily those of the Editor, the Officers or Club  
itself. 

SOC-UK was started in 1997

Harry Barnes (deceased) was born in Scotland and 
was a founder of the Studebaker Drivers Club of 
America in 1962. He was pleased to be a “co-
founder’ of SOC-UK along with several others.

Honorary Member:- Karl Haas

The “SOC-UK team” for 2017 - 2018 is :-

President - Bill Baker
Bacres, Quarry Road, Hornton, Nr Banbury, 
Oxon OX15 6DF
ph Home 01295 670 465  
email  -  info@bbvhovercraft.co.uk

Vice President
Technical, Service, Advice and Event information
Arthur J Melrose
ÒRose CottageÓ 14 BrookÞeld Road, Fairoak, East-
leigh, Hampshire SO50 8EW
ph 02380 694 715

Membership Secretary & Treasurer
Rex Burr
11 Brandon Close, Hellesdon, Norwich NR6 5SE
ph 01603 412551
email  -  rex.burr@tiscali.co.uk

Editor
Greg Diffen
86 Greville Road, Warwick CV34 5PJ
ph 01926 733484 mobile 0774 803 6035
email  -  yodiffman@yahoo.com

Webmaster - Beryl Fooks
ph 01252 549 101 
email  -  berylf.fooks@ntlworld.com

Press / Media contact
Greg Diffen ph 01926 733 484 or 
Mike Whitby ph 020 8850 7983

Visit the club web site:-
http://www.studebakerownersclub.org.uk

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION
SOC-UK Membership fees are £20.00 for UK resi-
dents, to expire on 31st August 2018, or £30.00 (if 
after February 2018 to expire 31st August 2019. 

NON UK RESIDENT MEMBERSHIP
30 Euros for Europe and £25.00 rest of the world 
with a printed magazine. 
Alternatively for Non UK residents only we offer a 
special deal of £10.00 per year INTERNET ONLY 
membership which includes an emailed copy of the 
magazine.

!

Mission:  SOC-UK is dedicated 
to the preservation & USE of 

Studebaker & related 
vehicles & company history 

for future generations

Front Cover Pictures
Top and Bottom :- UK club member Joe Wheatley’s Australian assembled 
1939 Commander Sedan with an inviting view of the leather interior. It is For Sale

Inside Front Cover :- Clare Glasson the original owner of Joe Wheatley’s car taken at the Cooma 
National meet in Australia in 1977. Photo courtesy of Ex Studebaker Australia employee Jim Quigley. 
Dave Garnon from NSW also sent a picture of her car at the meet.

Back Cover Pictures
Top :- Bert Needham’s Studebaker dealership in Sydney in the Mid 1970’s. Bert always serviced 
Clare Glasson’s car. Photo courtesy of Scott Robertson from Sydney.
Bottom :- Bert Needham’s 1964 factory Right Hand Control R2 Cruiser sedan with a genuine set of 
Halibrand mag wheels and Meg Needham’s 1960 Lark wagon Cooma 1977. Photo courtesy of Scott 
Robertson from Sydney who is standing on the veranda.

The Presidents thoughts 
As is often the case, I will start with the weather. It is at least four weeks since the last snow - 
Scotland excepted, but my point is, that between the rainy days we have had some nice warm 
sunny weather which tends to focus the mind on the uses for our vehicles. It also cuts down 
the heating bills in my toy shed.  

Talking of which, for those who are interested, 18 months ago I rather stupidly bought a 
derelict early chassis thinking it had many things in common with my '23 Light  6. With some 
of the spare parts I have, I set about making a fun Raceabout. 

Progress so far has involved a cylinder re-bore and re-sleeve for new pistons, making inlet and 
exhaust manifolds and obtaining a second hand cylinder head from Canada. The motor also 
required the replacement of oil, water pumps, distributor, dynamo and starter motor. 

Writing that conÞrms something - best not thought about too much. The next instalment will 
be next time.

I am fortunate in that there are three Thursdays a month with local evening meetings within a 
ten mile radius of me here. The Þrst one is tomorrow. Weather dependant, I will take a suit-
able vehicle. These trips are a good motivation to keep things roadworthy in order that they 
are ready for some longer trips. I notice that there is a fair take up on Facebook for which I 
would like to thank Richard Atkinson. Hopefully it will help make the club more interactive 
and it gives participants a chance to list what local car shows or events they will be attending 
to enable members to hook up with each other.

I am booked in to the Wallingford festival next month, which 
is about 50 miles from me, but they get an eclectic mix of 
vehicles. Let Greg or Richard know of any participating meet-
ings you might be going to in order to keep the wheels turn-
ing.  
Bill

Calendar of Events 
23rd April Bicester Heritage Sunday Scramble - Drive it Day

6th - 10th June 2018 - European Studebaker Meet in Sweden at Kungalv near 
Gothenburg. 

14th July Firs Farm Car show from mid afternoon hosted by Club member 
Nigel Brown with 7pm showing of The Italian Job. Camping available.  
The Firs Farm, Leckhampstead, Newbury, RG20 8RD  ph 07836 726 983 

5th - 6th August Prescott Hill Climb 

29th Aug - Sept 1st - American International meet, Tacoma Washington 

8th Sept - International Drive your Studebaker Day 

7th - 9th Sept 2018 - Goodwood Revival 

9th - 11th Nov - NEC Classic Car show Birmingham by Lancaster Insurance 
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THE BUSH 
TELEGRAPH  

and News from Studebaker 
Central 

Packard Rescue in Kenilworth. 
Late last year I had an email from John 
Bath who runs the UK Packard club 
referring to a pair of mid 1930’s 
Packard’s stored in Kenilworth. The 
initial email has come to him via Colin 
Voice. I originally thought he must have 
been referring to my two cars which are 
stored in Kenilworth, but he eventually 
came up with a picture of a 1936 Super 8 
Sedan and a 1937 Super 8 Limousine.

The wheels, or luck must have been 
turning correctly as the current keeper 
contacted John about moving the cars’ 
completely out of the blue in January.

Being close to the action and now 
armed with a phone number I called 
Lewis Walters who was handling the 
matter for his mother and offered to 
give a hand removing the cars from 
storage for the day. Having someone 
that had a bit of an idea of how to 
handle any problems that they could 
possibly have encountered along the 
way could prevent some unnecessary 
damage. 

On the 17th of January I found myself 
in Kenilworth extracting two 
Packard’s, just for fun. The 1936 sedan 
was a cracking car with what I am sure 
is 31,000 original miles on it. It has an 
original cloth interior and has been 
repainted in maroon and black, giving 
it a regal appearance with it’s Marchal 
headlamps. The 1937 Limousine looked 

Þne, but needed more work and 
has been restored at some point 
previously. This car was 6 wheel 
equipped and had standard American 
headlamps.
The cars have since been sold and the 
new owner in Wooten Wawen near 
me will probably sell one or both of 
them soon. His contact details are 
Paul Coleman ph home 01564 793 150 
or Mobile 07860 547 267

It was a fun way to spend half a day 
gooÞng around with someone elseÕs 
cars nearby for a change.
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In January I had an email from 
member Joe Wheatley who would 
like to sell his Right Hand Drive 
1939 Commander Sedan. This is an 
excellent car that I imported from 
Australia in 2006. Price is 
£16,950.00. You certainly could 
not restore one to the quality of 
this car for the money asked. 
Phone home 01825 712 761   
Mobile 07827 856 572

The power of the internet and 
Facebook pages 

When Joe contacted me to place a 
listing in the magazine for his car I 
went onto facebook to see if I 
could get a picture of Clare Glas-
son, the original owner and some 
pictures of the car before it was 
sold and restored. Clare’s father 
gave her the car for her 18th Birth-
day present in Sydney. She kept the 
car her whole life and had it ser-
viced at Needham’s motors in Syd-
ney. After her passing the car had 
several owners and even though it 
was a relatively low mileage and 
original car, somewhere along the 
line it was repainted green from 
it’s original brown colour and had 
the interior changed to red leather.
Former Studebaker of Melbourne 
employee Jim Quigley sent the 
grouse picture of Clare in her car 
complete with a mouth watering 
packet of Ritz crackers on the seat 
beside her, taken by him at the 

Australian National meet 
at Cooma in 1977. Dave 
Garnon sent the other 
pictures of her car from 
the same meet. Thanks to 
them both for the infor-
mation.

Right : Studebaker 
dealer Bert Needham 
left with Lofty, Scot 
Robertson from NSW 
on the right taken at 
the Cooma meet in 
1977.
Bert raced his 1965 
Commander at 
Bathurst for quite a 
few years. He was a 
living legend.
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As a rule of thumb, any time you buy a 
new ‘old’ car you should always do 
some basic checks to make sure you 
and everyone around you are safe 
when you are driving. So, no matter 
who you buy a car from, the basic 
checks should be made before you do 
much driving. Weather you are handy 
at working on cars like I am or not, it 
doesn’t matter. Pay a mechanic to get 
your car up on a hoist and check the 
car over properly. 

Studebaker’s have a single tube master 
cylinder. If you lose the brakes, you 
only have the handbrake to rely on. 
Since our older cars do not get much 
exercise these days, checking the 
brakes is a mandatory thing to do. So 
get the wheels off the car and get the 
brake drums off to check the condi-
tion of those slave cylinders. You do 
need a special puller to remove the 
rear drums, so if your mechanic does 
not have the right tool, just spend the 
money at Studebaker International 
and buy the correct tool. Your life 
could depend on it. 
Brakes generally have a way of telling 
you that there is going to be a prob-
lem, especially if the brake pedal 
needs a few pumps and it starts to get 
spongy. At that point you know that 

driving the car is 
risky.
There are other 
things to look at as 
well, such as worn 
front end parts, old 
tyres, oil leaks and 
structural rust issues. 
Just because a car in 
the UK pre 1960 
does not need a year-
ly garage MOT check 
any more, does not 
mean that you bury 

your head in the sand and 
avoid throwing a bit of money 
at you car any more.

The amount of times I have head of  
rear brake problems recently is as-
tounding. 

Even really nice cars have the same 
old issues when they have been sitting 
for too long. In my experience, it’s 
always better to pay a lot more for a 
good car than it is to put up with the 
problems of a car that has a lot of 
issues. But only if you can detach your 
emotions from the situation. Some-
times your heart gets in the way and 
you just have to deal with the fallout 
afterwards and keep throwing time 
and money into the equation till you 
get it right. There is really no right 
and wrong answer to buying a car. 
They are all a learning experience.

From October through to early Feb-
ruary, I spent some time preparing my 
Belgian cars for UK registration. Since 
I had known of these cars and had 
seen them several times since 1991 I 
was expecting the process to be a bit 
of a doddle. You never know what 
problems will crop up along the way, 
but hopefully they are only small ones.

 With these cars I knew I was proba-
bly going to be lucky. Once I had 
them back in my garage and deter-
mined that both motors could turn by 
hand and the petrol tanks were clean, 
I put a battery in each car and they 
both eventually started without much 
trouble on 15 year old petrol and kept 
running nicely with good oil pressure.

Since both of these cars had come 
from Karl Goret who had been a gen-
uine Studebaker back in the day, he 
had hand picked these cars for his 
collection. I was sure that the work 
involved to get the cars registered 
would be minimal, even though they 
had not been driven since about 2008

One thing is for certain. If you buy a 
good car with good pedigree, you will 
be in for less work than if you start 
with a high mileage car that has been 
worked on by any old Tom, Dick or 
Harry.

Life in the Studebaker Garage at Studebaker Central 
By Greg Diffen
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I decided to start work on the 1964 GT 
Þrst. This car was assembled by and sold 
new by DÕIeteren in Brussels in 1964. 
DÕIeteren was the only assembler that 
would install a 6 cylinder motor in a GT 
Hawk. It was their standard model with 
3 speed manual. They sold a lot of them. 
I am sure that most of the bulk of the 
283 export sales were to DÕIeteren for 
1964 GT Hawks. Overdrive would also 
have been an option, but my car was not 
equipped with it. Just the Ôthree on the 

tree.Õ DÕIeteren did offer the 289 ci V8 
option which was available with auto-
matic.

 Having sat for so long, there was no 
other choice that to remove all the 
brakes and replace the slave and master 
cylinder. Front and rear drums off it was 
also time to pull the rear axle half shafts 
and grease the outer bearings.

The master cylinder was disassembled 
and found to be clean inside. So a new 
rebuild kit was installed. I did have a 
new master cylinder on the shelf in case, 
but it was not needed. All slave cylinders 
were toast and thrown away. New ones 
are so cheap to buy that re-working an 

old cylinder 
is not eco-
nomically 
viable. I 
only had 
V8 slave 
cylinders 
on the shelf 
and in-
stalled 
those on 
the 6 cylin-
der brake 
drums. 
Being only 
slightly 
larger and 
giving an even push 
on the linings all 

round was probably never going to cause 
any issues. So the brakes were assembled, 
with all new rubber ßex hoses installed 
and bled up with no issues. All zerks 
were greased and tyres Þtted as the old 
ones were cactus and dangerous.

When the car was back down on the 
ground after the new brakes were bled, I 
decided to clean out the cabin of all the 
things Karl had been storing there over 
time. I found a complete new set of 
wheel slave cylinders that Karl had  
placed in the car for the next owner. 
They were the correct 6 cylinder ones – 
Always check the car ÞrstÉÉ.

The front drivers seat was removed and 
taken to the trimmer who for £350.00 
sewed in some new side panels. There is 
a colour variation here that I can live 
with. The original red vinyl interior has 
faded and the material used closely ap-
proximates the colours in the no faded 
parts. All the interior was scrubbed clean 
and lap seat belts Þtted with the incor-
rect Studebaker period 
logo for the car. The 
correct stickers will be 
here shortly to be in-
stalled.

On idle, the car had 
been blowing a bit of 
blue smoke. ThatÕs a 
classic indication that 
the rubber valve guide 
seals need changing out. 
Although the car had 
been sitting for many 
years, my gut feeling was 
those rubber seals had 
harded over time, so I 
might as well get stuck 
in and change them out. 

It is a really messy job and slightly back 
braking on a 6 cyl car as you have to lean 
over a lot more and test you back mus-
cles. Those last two rear cylinders are the 
hardest to get at on the Hawk and I was 
glad when the process was over. The old 
seals were harder than my motherÕs 
scones and needed to be changed out. I 
have not done an oil change on the car 
or changed any of the ßuids, because all 
were perfectly clean and at the correct 
levels. I will trust KarlÕs previous atten-
tion to detail on this. However, these are 
things that all need draining and chang-
ing when you check over your new car.

1964 GT Hawk - Belgian assembled by D’Ieteren Fres 

At a car meet you might 
even be able to buy a car.
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There are a few jobs that need to be 
done still. Change the front pinion seal 
in the diff and replace the ßexible hoses 
on the fuel line at the tank and the fuel 
pump. When the car is registered I will 
take the car to the mechanics to change 
the diff seal out so we can do it on the 
ramp and get some leverage on the yoke 
nut. Some things are not worth strug-
gling over when you can’t get into the 
right position for leverage.

So the costs so far would be $24.00 
valve guide seals, brake slave cylinders 

$200.00, three 
brake ßexible hoses 
$75.00, Diff seal 
$20.00, Master 
cylinder kit $30.00, 
Spare fuel pump 
rebuild kit $110.00, 
one door seal 
$30.00, four seat 
belts $120.00, Brake 
light lenses $80.00, 
shipping and duty 
costs $250.00, Seat 
repair £350.00 

MOT £40.00 Brake 
Fluid £15.00, Grease 
£5.00, 5 new tyres 
£500.00, Time 4 days 
work.  Not including 
my time, that is ap-
proximately £1750.00 
The car was present-
ed for an MOT 
check for Þrst regis-
tration in late March 
and passed with ßy-
ing colours.

Karl Goret’s 
dealership sign 
from 1947 now 
hanging proudly 
in my garage.
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Your editor with Bill Carlson across the road from his bar at 
Fisherman’s Wharf. This was the day of Bill ’s last drive to 
work in a Studebaker. What a way to go in a gorgeous 1954 
Commander Hardtop. It was a pleasure to Þnally meet him.

The 1962 Daytona Hardtop Skytop was 
next.
This was a car that I would not have 
been interested in buying, except that 
the car had the rarest option for a 1962 
car – The Skytop. I would think that 
there are only 10 to 15 cars known for 
the 1962 production year that have this 
factory sunroof option. With only 
55,000 original km on the car (that’s a 
whopping 35,000 original miles), with 
original interior and paint that car is a 
real time warp. Besides the sunroof the 
car has bucket seats, clock, 6 cylinder 
with automatic and windscreen washers 
as it’s only options. This South Bend 
assembled Lark was imported to France 
and sold new by Emil DuJardin from 
his Paris dealership. I wonder if this car 
could have been in the 1962 Paris auto 
show as it would have been a pretty car 
when new ?

Larks are not traditionally high value 
cars compared to a Hawk or and Avan-
ti, so you have to be a bit careful on 
costs. A Lark however, is the best dri-
ving car Studebaker ever made. The 
work to get a Lark right costs just as 
much as it takes to get a Hawk right, 
depending on the options. Which ever 
way you go with a Lark you just have to 
knuckle down and pay the money re-
quired to get it right. In this case, I am 
sure I am the trusted keeper of this car 
and that Karl would be happy that the 
car has come to me for it’s next stage in 
life.

When I originally tried to start this car, 
the car just kept cranking when the 
power was switched off at the key and 
there was a bit of smoke coming from 
under the hood by the battery. This was 
something I had never experienced 
before and was not a good sign. Time to 
disconnect the battery and get some 

advice. Luckily the advice 
section on the Studebaker 
Drivers Club forum is avail-
able in the internet age and a 
quick question obtained a few 
responses that made sense of 
my problem. By changing out 
the starter solenoid on the 
Þrewall that had most likely 
welded it’s internal terminals 
together with a new one I had 
in my spares collection, I was 
ready for a successful start. 
When you pop a question 
on the forum, many people 
can chip in. So be careful  
which responses you con-
sider are worth while fol-
lowing up on.

As with any car that has been 
sitting for more than 10 years 
the brake pedal went straight to 
the ßoor and the brakes were 
toast. This car was equipped 
with disc brakes. Somewhere in 
this cars life the factory drum 
brakes had been changed to 
factory discs that were only 
available after 1963. Weather this 
was done at the Paris dealership 
or by Karl Goret, I do not know. 
Karl’s grandson Anthony was of the 
impression Karl did not make the 
change.
On examination, all the work to 
convert to factory Studebaker disc 
brakes was done properly. But you 
have to grown a bit with disc brakes 
as they are expensive to Þx. The 
other issues that I could see with 
the car were that the front and rear 
springs had sagged and it was not 
sitting how I like things to be. Even 
though the car had covered 55,000 
original km there are some terrible 
touch up’s on the original paint, 
some door and external 

rubbers that are now 
looking shabby and 
worst of all the 
white inserts in the 
blue seats were 
completely hard and 
rotten. These are 
things that seriously 
let a good car down. 
Ian Mackeller in 
Melbourne once 
told me that my nice 
1962 Lark Convert-
ible looked good but 
when you stick your 

head inside to look at the inte-
rior it is completely worn out 
and was letting what was a real-
ly nice car down.
1962 Studebaker interiors were 
not know for their longevity, 
even when new. Studebaker had 
a lot of problems with them. 
Luckily, Will Sander of Starlight 
Studebaker, was able to help me 
out with a complete set of orig-
inal seat covers in blue and 
white. A complete set of six seat 
covers were ordered and deliv-
ered to my trimmer.

1962 Lark Daytona Hardtop - South Bend assembled 
Sold new by Emil DuJardin from his Paris dealership 

Shorter V8 springs to replace the 
saggy but longer 6cyl springs.

Below :- White seat inserts looking a 
bit daggy and needing replacement.

New Old Stock seat covers installed 
and looking magic.
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Brakes were all pulled off and new parts 
ordered from Studebakers West. Front 
callipers were sourced from the local 
Jaguar shop in Nuneaton. At about 
£100.00 each they are not cheap and 
you need four. Feeling ßush, I ordered 
another four that I have installed on 
our 19363 Wagonaire. Ouch ! You can’t 
play with brakes. You just have to get it 
right Þrst time.

With the brakes out of the car and 
apart, it was time to drop the front 
springs out of the Lark. Luckily I had 
installed a new set into my 63 Wago-
naire and kept the used V8 springs. 
Once again, a quick question on the 
Forum conÞrmed my suspicions that 
they would be Þne to use in the 6 cylin-
der Lark and they were changed out. 
New rubber brake ßex hoses installed, 
replacement master cylinder bench bled 
and attached ready for bleeding up of 
the system. The power booster was not 
touched, as I could determine if there 
was a problem with it once I had the 
car out for a test drive.

I did check the valve guide seals on two 
cylinders and found that they were still 
ßexible and did not replace them. I 
installed a new valve cover gasket and 
left them alone. I do regret that now 
and will go back and change them all 
out as the car is still blowing a little 
blue smoke.

The interior took about 6 weeks to 
come back from the trimmers along 
with a £2000.00 invoice. Ouch !!!! It 
looks fabulous though and they have 
done a great job. I did have a New 
Old Stock heal pad in my parts col-
lection, which was sewn into the 
original front carpet to replace the 
one that had disintegrated with age. 
Seat belts were installed and one 
rear quarter window winder broke 
when I tried to lower the window. A 

call to Studebakers West in San Francis-
co secured a brand new one for $130.00. 
One of the other jobs you should always 
do with a car with tight window 
winders is pull the interior panels off 
and grease and oil them thoroughly. It is 
a real messy job, but one you really need 
to do. So all four winders were done in 
the car. It was totally amazing to break 
through the factory applied sealant to 
get to the winders and then be as deli-
cate as possible with the material and 
reinstate it afterwards. There was even 
a factory chalk mark in the inside of the 
passenger door, along with some things 
left under the carpets which were all 
reinstated after I had done my cleaning.

Two of the rear back up light seals were 
cactus, so these were replaced. The two 
brake light lenses were also replaced 
with some reproduction ones I had 
ßoating around. They donÕt have the 
original silver internal ring on them, but 
I will Þnd a set of New Old Stock ones 
that are correct in my travels at some 
point in the future. The originals can 
stay in the parts box for the car as they 
also have the Belgian plastic reßector 
that has been added to the lense in-
stalled.

Both rubber fuel hoses were replaced 
with modern rubber lines.

The Lark did 
take a bit longer 
to prepare and 
there are still 
some things to 
do. For instance, 
those saggy rear 
springs need 
some attention at 
some point, but 
it is not a road-
worthy issue. I 
will probably 
change them out 
with a used V8 

Lark set at some point. The 
car went out for the UK 
MOT check for roadwor-
thiness last week and 
passed. Paperwork has 
been sent to DVLA for 
registration.

So the costs did get away 
from me a bit here, but 
with this car the trick is to 
keep it perfectly original as 
possible and not to use non 
original parts. A car can 
only be original once. Many 

restored cars are not a patch on what 
this particular Lark represents, or how 
well it actually drives. 

Damage report – Brake callipers 
£400.00, rear wheel cylinders $200.00, 
master cylinder $160.00, brake ßex 
hoses $75.00, four seat belts $120.00, 
rubber fuel line £15.00, tail light seals 
$20.00, brake light lenses $200.00, 
valve guide seals $24.00, Valve cover 
seal $30.00, spare fuel pump kit 
$110.00, Postage and duty costs 
$250.00, grease £5.00, 5 new tyres 
£500.00, NOS Seat covers $1000.00, 
heal pad $40.00, window regulator 
$130.00, lower door rubber seals 
$30.00, brake ßuid £15.00, auto trim-
mer fees £2000.00, MOT £40.00 and a 
time element of around 7 days. Once 
again, I have not changed the oils in the 
car, as they are all clean. That adds up 
to £4900.00. On top of this there is a 
dent in the passenger side sill that 
needs to come out and the door that 
needs to be adjusted back so it does not 
hit the front fender and a little remedial 
painting. I am sure that will be another 
£1000.00 at least.

The costs soon add up - if you want to 
do good work. It really depends on your 
budget and how you would like to have 
the car look when it is eventually Þn-
ished.

If  you are going to work on a car, you will break something 
eventually. I managed to crack the diff nut. Luckily I had a 
spare. The reproduction ones sent from America did not Þt.

Replacement above.
Broken one below.
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In summary, working on both of these 
cars from Karl Goret’s dealership has 
been rewarding for me. Having known 
Karl since 2001 and seen these cars in 
his personal collection over the years I 
had visited him adds a little more to 
the buzz of having a life long hobby in 
Studebakers. On top of the deal to buy 
both cars, I was also able to obtain his 
Belgian dealership sign which dates 
from 1947, some of his tools, workshop 
equipment dealership advertising items 
and drums of oil and grease. Some of 
which will last me for the rest of my 
years. I am proud to own two of his old 
cars and his dealership sign.

Owning cars that are completely origi-
nal, especially if they have been well 
serviced all their lives like these cars 
have been, is a real treat. Most restored 
cars will not perform as well as these 
two cars will. Both cars are virtually 
rust free and so all the bolts come free 
with minimum fuss. Now I am not a 6 
cylinder man, so I am beginning to 
experience what European late model 
cars are now. Virtually all other cars I 
have owned have been V8’s. I have to 
admit, that they really drive very well 

and even though they do not have the 
power of a V8, there is a more than 
enough power available.

In the end, with these two cars, it’s not 
really about the money you can spend 
on them, but how much enjoyment 
you can have spending the money to 
make what is effectively a pair of lovely 
driving cars.

OH NO !! I went to Hol-
land and bought a 1950 

Commander Starlight 
coupe with 29,000 origi-
nal miles on it, that has 
not been run since 1979. 
Well time to get back to 
the grind stone to pay 
for the next round of 
work. 
We are all going to be 
eating crackers and milk 
here at Studebaker Cen-
tral for a while. 
Cheerio from your broke 
editor. Till next time…….

Right :- New Old Stock seat 
covers installed and looking fabu-
lous and original. The new heal 
pad on the original carpets adds 
to the originality of this time 
warp car.
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