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The Stude Examiner is published six times each year as the 
official publication of “Studebaker Owners Club UK”.  For 
several years it has consistently won awards from SDC 
both for its content and artistic layout. The Editor and SOC-
UK claim © copyright 2018 of the material. Permission is 
required for reproduction.  It is free to members as part of 
their subscription benefits.  

Disclaimer:- Any opinions expressed in The Stude 
Examiner are the personal ones of the author concerned 
and not necessarily those of the Editor, the Officers or Club  
itself. 

SOC-UK was started in 1997

Harry Barnes (deceased) was born in Scotland and 
was a founder of the Studebaker Drivers Club of 
America in 1962. He was pleased to be a “co-
founder’ of SOC-UK along with several others.

Honorary Member:- Karl Haas

The “SOC-UK team” for 2018 - 2019 is :-

President - Bill Baker
Bacres, Quarry Road, Hornton, Nr Banbury, 
Oxon OX15 6DF
ph Home 01295 670 465  
email  -  info@bbvhovercraft.co.uk

Vice President
Technical, Service, Advice and Event information
Arthur J Melrose
ÒRose CottageÓ 14 BrookÞeld Road, Fairoak, East-
leigh, Hampshire SO50 8EW
ph 02380 694 715

Membership Secretary & Treasurer
Rex Burr
11 Brandon Close, Hellesdon, Norwich NR6 5SE
ph 01603 412551
email  -  rex.burr@tiscali.co.uk

Editor
Greg Diffen
86 Greville Road, Warwick CV34 5PJ
ph 01926 733484 mobile 0774 803 6035
email  -  yodiffman@yahoo.com

Webmaster - Beryl Fooks
ph 01252 549 101 
email  -  berylf.fooks@ntlworld.com

Press / Media contact
Greg Diffen ph 01926 733 484 or 
Mike Whitby ph 020 8850 7983

Visit the club web site:-
http://www.studebakerownersclub.org.uk

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION
SOC-UK Membership fees are £20.00 for UK resi-
dents, to expire on 31st August 2019, or £30.00 (if 
after February 2019 to expire 31st August 2020. 

NON UK RESIDENT MEMBERSHIP
30 Euros for Europe and £25.00 rest of the world 
with a printed magazine. 
Alternatively for Non UK residents only we offer a 
special deal of £10.00 per year INTERNET ONLY 
membership which includes an emailed copy of the 
magazine.

!

Mission:  SOC-UK is dedicated 
to the preservation & USE of 

Studebaker & related 
vehicles & company history 

for future generations

Front Cover Pictures
Top :-Bill Bakers 1923 Restomod at Shuttleworth.
Bottom - New member Mitka Engbertson’s recently imported low milage 1963 GT Hawk in the 
original factory colour of Blue Mist.
Inside Front Cover. Peter Willis took this superb picture of Italian member Andrea Crosa’s cousins 
house near Genoa with his 1955 Speedster. The house has been in the family since the 1200’s.

Back Cover Pictures
Top :- Ruby Sue - 1950 Champion Business Coupe owned by Duncan Alexander Tearle mining the 
NEC show Club stand
Bottom :- New Member Paul Briggs with his recently acquired 1930 Dictator sedan that originally 
came from New Zealand.
Inside Back Cover - Denny Smith from Bristol with his 1939 Packard 120 Convertible - Originally 
from Sydney. Tony Molloy polishing black beauty and a general scene of the Club stand at the NEC.

The Presidents thoughts 
Hi All,
We have just had our Club's representation at the NEC Classic car event for which I would 
like to thank - Paul Briggs, Tony Molloy, Andy Lerry and Duncan Alexander-Tearle for the 
use of their well presented vehicles. I would also like to thank Greg and Richard for their 
organisational contribution.
For those who are interested in stißing a yawn, I will attach a picture of my speedster 
project taken a month or so back at the Shuttleworth Race Day event. Since then those nice 
people at the DVLA have given me a number with which to adorn the car so I can now 
terrorise other road users.
In order to send you all totally to sleep, I will probably at some time give you the shortened 
version of the putting together of a period racer/speedster from the initial idea and the 
collecting of the relevant bits to the Þnished object. A spin-off of this project was the re-
search of the competitive side of initially pre 20s cars, and of course Studebakers, but ex-
tending that up till the 1930s as far as Studebakers are concerned.
So as a passing comment, you might not know that it was not until 1903 that a motorised 
device in the form of a motorcycle, and later in the same year, a Winton Car crossed from 
east to west coast of the USA - but more of that later.

Keep the wheels moving, Bill

Calendar of Events 
15th - 19th May 2019 Studebaker Packard Club Netherland 
European International Meet in Ouddorp Contact www.spcn.nl 

14th July Rally of the Giants Blenheim Palace 

11th to 14th September 2019 Studebaker Drivers Club international meet 
in Mansfield, Ohio 

14th September International Drive Your Studebaker Day 
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THE BUSH 
TELEGRAPH  

and News from Studebaker 
Central 

Happy Christmas to all our members 
and Studebaker friends. We hope you 
have a great time with your family and 
friends at this magical time of the year.

Once again it is MEMBERSHIP 
DUES TIME – Please may your 
payments to our membership di-
rector. 

The Dutch club has sent us an offi-
cial invite to their meet in May. 
Please look at your diary to see if 
you can attend. The European 
meets are very popular and give you 
a chance to meet other club mem-
bers and enjoy their cars. As in pre-
vious years, UK attendees have met 
and gone in convoy. Holland is so 
close a good night out on the 
overnight fer-
ry before the 
run com-
mences would 
be a nice way 
to kick off the 
meet. Let me 
know if you 
are consider-
ing attending 
so we can 
make plans. 

In 2020 it will 
be the UK 
Clubs turn to 

host the European meet 
on home soil.

Some club business 
that needs considera-
tion from our mem-
bers. 

For the past year or 
so we have had the 
printed magazine in 
colour. This was real-
ly done to celebrate 
the UK club’s 21st 
year.  
Rex Burr has con-
tacted me to mention 
that if we do 6 issues 

per year in colour, the club will go 
broke eventually.  The old format is 
colour cover and inside front cover, 
with Black and white central pages. 

We have several options to consider 

a.Go to 4 editions per year in 
colour – This works Þnancially 
and helps me as editor. With an 
option of a bonus meet edition 
in colour. 

b.Revert back to 6 editions with 
colour and Black and White. 

c.Have members request a digi-
tal pdf only copy to save us on 
the printing costs and print less 
magazines and with a cost sav-
ing to those members choosing 
that option.  

Can I have some feedback from our 
members on this please? 

Studebaker Central UK has been a little 
quiet off late now that we are into win-
ter. 

This summer we drove down to Tuscany 
in Italy and stopped by our great Stude-
baker friends outside of Genoa, Andrea 
and Claudia Crosa, who live in the small 
mountain village of Savignone.

After the summers activities and the 
purchase of Pauls two cars, I thought I 
had better put my head down and do 
some paying work for a change. 

However, in September and October, I 
did manage to Þnish all the work I 
needed to do on my new 1966 Daytona. 
Cars that have been sitting for long pe-
riods of time develop typical problems 
and the Daytona was no exception. All 
the brake, master cylinders and ßex 
hoses have been changed. New inner 
differential seals installed and wheel 
bearings greases. The heater core was 
toast so a replacement was made locally 
here in the UK, as it was half the cost of 
a change over one from America. How-
ever, a replacement blower motor and 
base did come in from America and has 
been painted and installed. Plus there 
were quite a few small things that need-
ed looking at. Once again a two week 
job developed into about two months, 
by the time all the parts arrived and I 
had it all Þnished.

Right :- Kristine and I visiting Steve Williamson in 
Windsor on a weekend trip to Legoland  with the kids.
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Late in August there was a food emergency in 
the Diffen household that required me to make 
a last minute dash for the Supermarket in order 
to save the day. At the checkout on the next 
counter over, I could hers a few Strine accents. 
In Warwick meeting a fellow Australian is a rare 
occurrence. So I opened up my trap and said 
G’day. To the young bloke and his mother and 
asked what they were doing in these here parts. 
As it turned out they were over for her son 
Mitch’s wedding to an English girl. So I asked if 
Mitch had a wedding car once I had ascertained 
that the wedding was very local to me. Mitch 
was going to the wedding in a taxi. So I piped 
up and said, I am not having that. I’ll pick you 
up in one of my old cars and take you to the 
reception in Studebaker style.

At this point, both my wife, Mitch’s mother 
Mitch and myself are thinking – ‘Are you Fair 
Dinkum mate ?’ There was nothing planned for 
the Sunday as it was looking like a perfect wet 
English day, so I really had nothing to loose. 
Plus it was a crazy chance meeting and some-
times it’s good to do things off the cuff, even if 
it costs you some time. Personally, if Mitch was 
English or from New Zealand even, I would 
never done it. So at 11.30 on a wet Sunday I 
picked Mitch and his mother up in Kristine’s 
Avanti and took them to the reception just 
outside of Warwick. I wish Mitch and his new 
wife well. Apparently it caused quite a stir on 
their social media facebook friends.

There are plenty of ways to encourage people in 
the old car movement and this was just one of 
them. As an immigrant to the UK, it is nice to 
do your fellow countrymen a favour, just for the 
fun of it.

Kristine’s 1963 Avanti is in next for a good 
check up when I get a chance, in the new year. 
Parts were ordered for her car when I ordered 
parts for the 1966.

Having reliable cars in your collection is a must. 
We used our 1937 Packard for our good friends 
Anthony and Kelly’s wedding on the 1st of De-
cember. The car has hardly been used this year, 
but started up and had the bride to Solihull for 
the service and the newly weds back to the 
reception in style. I had also readied our 1964 
GT Hawk if the weather was really bad, but 
managed to pull it off in the Packard as the rain 
was clearing. It’s a great thing to be able to help 
your close friends out with a little something 
extra to add to their big day and it also gave the 
car a bit of much needed exercise.

The UK Club is a registered chapter of the 
American Club, who’s monthly magazine is 
Turning Wheels. This is a professional glossy 
publication and worthwhile joining as well. I did 

note that in the October edition, there was an 
article on 1963 GT Hawks, by Fred Fox. Part 2 
of this article is due out early in the new year, to 
which I have had a little involvement. So I have 
been spending a little time trying to help 
with Australian assembled GT’s and 
their peculiar differences and also with 
Belgian assembled GT’s from D’Ieteren. 
Sharing your knowledge and enhancing 
that of others is quite rewarding. I await 
Fred’s article in the new year.

There are 3 main clubs in America – 
Studebaker Drivers club with twelve 
issues per year with 70 pages, Antique 
Studebaker Club with six and the Avanti 
Owners Association, quarterly with four. 
All clubs can be joined through Cornerstone 
Registration on line.

Bill Baker has been seen out and about at Bices-
ter Heritage is his wooden 1923 Studebaker hot 
rod.

NEC meet
Once again our car club was well represented at 
the show. We had four members with an excel -
lent range of cars on display. Paul Briggs, 1930 
Dictator, Duncan Alexander-Tearle, 1950 
Champion Business Coupe, Tony Molloy, 1953 
Pickup, Andy and Therese Lerry , 1958 Golden 
Hawk

I was unable to make it to the show this year, 
but I was available to help set up and see the 
stand Þnished. Thankfully AndyÕs wife Therese 
has a display stand dress sense. She came up 
with the idea of topping and tailing the cars on 
our basic stand that would require the public to 
walk around our stand. It worked really well. We 
even had a little BBC Radio 2 coverage from 
Chris Evans because Duncan sent a text mes-
sage to the station saying he was diving his 1950 
bomber to the event. Well done Duncan.

Duncan was the main man on the stand for the 
full three days. He had a wonderful time sharing 
his enthusiasm for the Studebaker marque. 
Thanks Duncan for helping out and for all our 
other members for supplying their cars.

We would like to do this again next year. Are 
there any more UK club members who would 
like to display their vehicle for the 2019 show in 
November ? Please let me know.

A warm welcome to new members :-
Mitka & Maju Engebretsen
Lamberts Cottage
Cowpitts Lane
Ringwood
BH24 3JX
Tel: 07518 536946
mitka.engebretsen@gmail.com
Car: 1963 GT Hawk
Membership Number: 0276

Raymond & Angela Westaby
Cape Farm
Sheriff Hutton
York
YO60 6RT

Tel: 07739 709063
angelawestaby@btconnect.com
Car: GT Hawk
Membership Number: 0277

1957 Golden Hawk for Sale in France 

yul von braun yulvonbraun@live.fr

I bought and  brought the car to my place 
where i did check it around.

Some parts were missing:
- the chrome surroundings around the air 
intake ,on both sides of the front end.
-the temperature gauge on the Dashboard.
-one of the small chrome bars on one tail Þn
-the connecting hardware between the front 
bench and the ßoor pan

The interior has been poorly reupholstered,so i 
took it completely apart ,planning to have it 
done  to exacting specs...

The supercharger was in poor shape, so i took it 
off ,and sent it to John Erb for refurbishing.
The man is old... He Þxed mine and sent it to 
another French mechanic, whose workshop 
stuffed it up beyond repair... 
After that, he told me that i could get one from 
his stock with no core charge...
There are many used parts,in cases, that may 
indicate that the engine has been rebuilt.
Some new parts too.
The car is virtually rust free, except for one 
spot.
The car has been dry stored since then.
I was planning to make a total resto job on it, 
but I got quite severe health issues that pre-
vented me to get  further involved in the 
process.
 I have other cars that i want to Þnish 
soon(one of them is a hearse that i may need at 
some time...),that's why i decided to part with 
the GH.
Would you be really interested, I'll try to get 
access to all the pictures i have stored in my 
back up disc, whose connector is broken.
Michel
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SOC UK member, The Honourable Member of Parliament Greg Knight for East Yorkshire on the left and the Honourable MP for 
Banbury, Victoria Prentice mid year seeing Greg off in his South African assembled 1961 Hawk on a rally to Parliament house in 
London.
Greg Knight is a stalwart and tireless worker for vintage motoring in the UK. All car clubs and motoring enthusiasts of cars more 
than 40 years old have a lot to be thankful to him and his colleagues for.
With Brexit looming in the UK we wish all members of Parliament the best in trying to work through the mess of what lies ahead.
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