
1 - Wheels and Lug Nuts - Remove wheel covers and 
make certain all lug nuts are on and not stripped.  Check 
for wheel wobble. Wheel nuts on Studebakers should be 
torqued at 75-80 foot  pounds.
Rust around the bolt holes would indicate that the wheel 
is loose or had been  loose previously.

2 - Tires - Check wear pattern and look for checking. 
cuts, nails etc. If tires have uneven tread wear,  the wheel 
alignment may be necessary to correct the problem. Tires 
deteriorate with age. Some older tires may have a lot of 
tread left on them but still, they may be clasified as un-
safe. Check with your tire shop. When purchasing a new  
tire, get the shop to identify the age of the tire that they 
are selling. There is a 4 number code on one sode of the 
tire. The first 2 numbers indicate the week of the year that 
the tire was made. The other 2 numbers indicate the year 
that the tire was made. Don’t buy an old, “New” tire.

3 - Front disc Brake - Check calipers for correct mounting 
and tightness. If loose, check for rust. Check brake lines 
for correct positioning. Check brake hoses for any signs of 
abrasion or wetness.
Wetness generally means leakage unless fluid has been 
spilled on  part that shows wetness.

4 - Center pivot on steering, tie rods, bell crank, king pins 
and steering coupler - Check for looseness. Note that the 
center pivot is often overlooked when the car is getting 
lube job. Make sure that it has adequate lubrication

5 - Motor mounts - Check front and rear to make sure that 
the rubber is not torn or cracked and that no nuts or bolts 
are missing.

6 - Underside of motor, transmission, rear end, power 
steering and brakes - Check for leaks and trace down the 
cause (Seals, hoses, gaskets, bolts etc.)

7- Frame - Check for cracks at extreme front at frame. 
Check “A” frames on front suspension for cracks and 
beside cross member at front coil springs.

8 - U joints - Look for rust around them and move drive-
shaft to check for play. Rust usually indicates worn needle 
bearings and the cross.

9 - Exhaust system - Check for leaks and condition, cross 
over, clamps and hangers. 

10 - Rear end and hub - Check for play and possible bad 
keyway.

11 - Body Mounts - Check condition at extreme forward 
end of frame horn where bracket comes off radiator saddle

12 - “A” arm bushings - Check upper and lower for loose-
ness or bad rubber and outer pins to make certain they are 
not wearing out.

13 - Radiator and hoses - Check for leaks, check for very 
hard or extremely soft, oil soaked hoses. Replace any hose 
with those conditions.

14 - Belts - Water pump  and fan clutch - Check belts for 
cracks on sides and tension and check for play in fan. If 
there is water leakage at the water pump, replace it.

15 - Engine and engine compartment - Check entire area 
for any incorrectly installed, missing or wrong parts. 
While in the engine compartment, check for worn or bare 
wires. Insulate or replace them. Claims are that more old 
cars are lost with electrical fires than any other cause

16 - Windshield wiper - Check to make certain motor and 
linkage are tight. Check the condition of the wiper blades. 
Replace if necessary.

17 - Battery and Battery hold down - Check battery for 
fluid level, corrosion at the terminals and cables, Clean 
if necessary. Make sure that hold-downs are tight. Use 
of trickle charger when the car is stored is a good idea to 
keep the battery fully charged for longer battery life.Play 
it safe, when storing a car for an extended period, remove 
one of the battery cables
If this is done, it is impossible to have a closed 
electrical circuit which may cause a fire.

18 - Doors - Check for any play and door opening location 
springs to be in place and working. Check for all hinges to 
be working and not binding and check door locks to make 
sure that they are all working as they should be.

19 - Lights and horn - Make certain that they are all work-
ing properly.

20 - Rear view mirrors play an important part in safety 
while driving. Make sure that they are in good condition 
and properly adjusted.
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